Child Count Year # of students with Autism

94 55 Criteria 1
95 73

96 90

97 101

98 112

99 127 Criteria 2
00 165 Criteria 3
01 212

02 232

Criteria 1 (prior to January 15, 1999)

10. 16. XXXX CRITERIA FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON OF STUDENT AS HAVI NG
AUTI SM

(1) The student nmay be identified as having autism if
witten docunentation supports the existence of a devel opnental
disability that was present before the student was three years
old and if the student has a comrunication disability in verbal
or nonverbal comunication and social interaction.

(2) The student may not be identified as having autism if
the student has a hearing inpairnent, serious enotional
di sturbance or global cognitive defects in which the student
exhibit "autistic-like" behavior.

(AUTH: 20-7-401, 20-7-403, MCA; I MP: 20-7-403, MCA



Criteria 2 (January 15, 1999 to July 1, 2000)

10. 16. 1125 CRITERIA FOR | DENTIFI CATION OF STUDENT AS HAVI NG
AUTI SM

(1) The student may be identified as having autism if
docunentation supports the existence of a devel opnent al
disability that was generally evident before the student was
three years of age and if the student has a conmrunication
disability in verbal or nonverbal comrunication and social
i nteraction.

(2) Assessnents shall docunent the presence of at |east six
itenms from(a), (b) and (c), to include one from(a)(ii) and one
from(a)(iii):

(a) Qualitative inpairnment in social i nteraction, as
mani fested by at |east two of the foll ow ng:

(1) marked inpairnment in the wuse of nultiple nonverbal
behaviors such as -eye-to-eye gaze facial expression, body
postures and gestures to regul ate social interaction;

(1i) failure to develop peer relationships appropriate to
devel opnent al | evel;

(itii) a lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoynent,
interests or achievenents with other people (e.g., a lack of
showi ng, bringing or pointing out objects of interest);

(iv) lack of social or enptional reciprocity;

(b) Qualitative inpairnments in comunication as mani fested by
at | east one of the foll ow ng:

(i) delay in, or total lack of, the developnent of spoken
| anguage (not acconpanied by an attenpt to conpensate through
al ternative nodes of conmmunication such as gesture or mne);

(i) in individuals with adequate speech, narked inpairnent
in the ability to initiate or sustain a conversation wth
ot hers;

(tii) lack of wvaried, spontaneous, nake-believe play or
social imtative play appropriate to devel opnental |evel;

(c) Restricted, repetitive and stereotyped patterns of
behavior, interests and activities, as manifested by at |east
one of the follow ng:

(1) enconpassing preoccupation with one or nore stereotyped
and restricted patterns of interest that is abnormal either in
intensity or focus;

(1) apparently i nflexible adherence to specific
nonfunctional routines or rituals;

(1ii1) stereotyped and repetitive notor mannerisns (e.g., hand
or finger flapping or tw sting, or conpl ex  whol e- body
novenent s) ;



(iv) persistent preoccupation with parts of objects;

(d) Delays or abnormal functioning in at |east one of the
follow ng areas, with onset prior to age 3 years:

(1) social interaction;

(i1) language as used in social conmrunication;

(ti1) synmbolic or imaginative play.

(3) The student may not be identified as having autism
if the student has a hearing inpairnment, enotional disturbance
or gl obal cognitive defects in which the student exhibits
"autistic-like" behavior, such as Rett's disorder, Asperger's
di sorder, or childhood disintegrative disorder.

Criteria 3 (July 1, 2000 to present day)

10. 16.3011 CRITERI A FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON OF STUDENT AS HAVI NG
AUTI SM

(1) The student may be identified as having autismif
docunent ati on supports the existence of a devel opnent al
disability that was generally evident before the student was
three years of age and if the student has comunication
difficulties in verbal and nonverbal comrunication and soci al
i nteraction.

(2) Assessnents shall docunent the presence of significant
del ays in verbal and nonverbal comunication and soci al
i nteraction.

(a) Significant delays in verbal comunication are manifested
by at |east one of the follow ng:

(i) delay in, or total lack of, the devel opnent of spoken
| anguage (not acconpani ed by an attenpt to conpensate through
al ternative nodes of conmmunication such as gesture or mne);

(i) in students with adequate speech, marked inpairnent in
the ability to initiate or sustain a conversation with others.

(b) Significant delays in nonverbal comunication are
mani fested by a marked inpairnent in the use of multiple
nonver bal behavi ors such as eye to eye gaze, facial expression,
body postures, or gestures to regulate social interaction.

(c) Significant delays in social interaction are manifested
by at |east one of the follow ng:

(1) failure to devel op peer relationships appropriate to
devel opnment al | evels;

(i1) lack of spontaneous seeking to share enjoynent,
interests, or achievenents with other people (e.g., |ack of
showi ng, bringing or pointing out objects of interest);

(ti1) lack of social or enptional reciprocity;

(1v) | ack of varied, spontaneous, nake-believe play or
social imtative play appropriate to devel opnmental |evel.




(3) Oher characteristics often associated with autism may
include restricted, repetitive and stereotyped patterns of
behavior, interests and activities, as manifested by one or nore
of the follow ng:

(a) Enconpassing preoccupation with one or nore stereotyped
and restricted patterns of interest that is abnormal either in
intensity or focus;

(b) Apparently inflexible adherence to specific nonfunctional
routines or rituals;

(c) Stereotyped and repetitive notor mannerisns (e.g., hand
or finger flapping or twi sting, or conplex whol e- body
nmovenent s) ;

(d) Persistent preoccupation with parts of objects.

(4) A student who nmanifests the characteristics of autism
after age three could be identified as having autismif the
criteria in (2) and (3) are net.

(5) The student may not be identified as having autismif the
student's educational performance is adversely affected
primarily because the student has an enotional disturbance.

(H story: Sec. 20-7-402, MCA; |IMP, Sec. 20-7-401, 20-7-403, 20-

7-414, MCA; NEW 1999 MAR p. 69, Eff. 1/15/99; AMD & TRANS, 2000
MAR p. 1048, Eff. 7/1/00.)




